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SCDRS Priority Objective:
Complete habitat improvement projects to remove Loss of Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI).



St. Clair River AOC

Rouge River AOC

Clinton River AOC

Detroit River AOC

River Raisin AOC

Habitat Restoration in Southeast Michigan’s Areas of Concern



DETROIT RIVER 

AREA OF CONCERN



Detroit Upper Riverfront Parks

Completed Project

Current Project

Future Project

Belle Isle Reef

Blue Heron Lagoon

South Fishing Pier

Belle Isle Flatwoods

Belle Isle Hydrologic Analysis

Milliken State Park 

US Steel Shoreline

Grassy Island Reef

Hennepin Marsh

Wayne County Refuge 
Gateway Shoreline

Sugar Island

Stony Island

Celeron Island

Lake Okonoka

Fort Wayne Reef



South Fishing Pier

Lake Okonoka

Blue Heron Lagoon

Belle Isle Flatwoods



Blue Heron Lagoon



Blue Heron Lagoon

Lake Okonoka



Blue Heron 
Lagoon

Lake Okonoka

We Mesic 
Flatwoods Forest

South Fishing Pier





Hennepin Marsh





Upper Riverfront Parks







Sugar Island



Sugar Island
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Celeron Island



Stony Island





Stony Island



RIVER RAISIN 
AREA OF CONCERN



Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat and 
Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Populations BUIs 
Removed 2015



1933
Photo:  Monroe News



Dam No. 3



Dam No. 1

Rock Arch Ramps



WATERLOO DAM



ST. CLAIR RIVER 
AREA OF CONCERN



Krispin Drain

Marine City Drain

Cottrellville Shoreline

Cuttle Creek

Blue Water River Walk

Port Huron South

Marysville 
Living Shoreline

Port Huron North 

Middle Channel Reef

Harts Light Reef

Pointe aux Chenes Reef

Blue River Walk Wetland
Bunce Creek



Blue Water River Walk Wetland

Blue Water River Walk

BEFORE



BEFORE: Blue Water River Walk



AFTER: Blue Water River Walk



BEFORE: Marysville Living Shoreline



AFTER: Marysville Living Shoreline



IN-LINE POND

CULVERT

PERCHED 

CULVERT

BEFORE: Cuttle Creek





BEFORE: Cottrellville Township Shoreline



AFTER: Cottrellville Township Shoreline



Krispin Drain – Harsens Island



Clinton River AOC Habitat Projects



Clinton AOC Completed Habitat Restoration Projects

 Clinton River Spillway Habitat Enhancement

 Sylvan Glen Habitat Restoration

 Partridge Creek Commons Habitat 

Restoration

 Clinton River Corridor Restoration

 Wolcott Mills Metropark Wetland Restoration

 Harley Ensign Coastal Wetland Restoration

 McBride Drain Habitat Restoration

 Shelby Township Streambank Stabilization

 Galloway Creek Fish Passage and Habitat 

Restoration

 Sterling Relief Drain Daylighting and Green 

Infrastructure

 Avon Creek Habitat Restoration 

 Paint Creek Dam Removal

 Pointe Rosa Marsh Restoration

 LSC Metropark Green Infrastructure 

and Parking Lot Retrofit

 Lane Drain Habitat Restoration

 Black Creek Marsh Restoration

 Galloway Wetland Restoration



Clinton River Spillway Habitat Restoration

Habitat restoration and invasive 

species control including the Lake 

St. Clair estuary, riverbanks, 

nearbank areas, riparian corridor, 

floodplain and off-channel 

habitats which provide diverse 

fish spawning, rearing, and refuge 

habitats for northern pike, yellow 

perch and a variety of warm and 

coolwater species. 



Clinton River Spillway Habitat Restoration



Clinton River Mouth/Harley Ensign Coastal 

Wetland Restoration 

Control of invasive species, 
establishment of  14 acres 
of fish habitat, and 
restoration of 4 acres of 
upland habitat as well as 
6,000 feet of shoreline.  
Provides nursery habitat for 
fish and stopover habitat 
for migrating birds. 



Clinton River Mouth/Harley Ensign Coastal 

Wetland Restoration 



Sterling Relief Drain Daylighting and Green 

Infrastructure Phase I

Daylighting of the drain and 

implementation of green 

infrastructure.  Creation of 

diverse natural habitat zones 

across the 250ft wide drain 

corridor to restore the natural 

processes that remove and 

breakdown contaminants and 

pollution from urban runoff, 

while creating an 

uninterrupted natural corridor.  



Sterling Relief Drain Daylighting and Green 

Infrastructure Phase I



Rouge River AOC Habitat Projects



Rouge River AOC Habitat Projects 

 3 Habitat projects recently completed or near completion

 Rouge Oxbow Restoration Phase 3

 Henry Ford Estate Dam Fish Passage

 Nankin Lake Restoration

 5 Currently funded for implementation

 Tamarack Creek Restoration

 Johnson Creek Fish Hatchery Restoration

 Colonial Park Wetland

 Venoy/Dorsey Park Wetland

 Seeley Creek Restoration

 2 currently in process for grant funds



Rouge River Oxbow Restoration

 The purpose of the project 
was the reconnection of the 
Rouge River Oxbow 
segment to the main Rouge 
River channel at Greenfield 
Village through the 
construction of inlet and 
outlet openings. During the 
mid-1970s, Corps flood 
control efforts channelized 
the river, cutting off the 
oxbow and eliminating flood 
plain wetlands and habitat.



Rouge River Oxbow Restoration



Rouge River Oxbow Restoration



Henry Ford Estate Fish Passage



Henry Ford Estate Dam Fish Passage

 The dam at the Henry Ford Estate is located on the middle branch of 

the Rouge River just upstream from its confluence with the lower 

branch of the Rouge River in the City of Dearborn.   

 The dam, a National Historic Landmark, is the 1st dam upstream of the 

mouth of the Rouge River blocking fish movement from the Detroit 

River upstream into potential spawning and foraging habitat in the 

Rouge.    

 Fish passage around the dam reconnects segments (18-36 miles) of 

the Rouge for the benefit of fish and other wildlife. 



Henry Ford Estate Fish Passage



Rouge River Concrete Channel Habitat Enhancement

 Initial habitat assessment 

completed by USGS 2019

 U.S. Army Corps 

assessing habitat 

possibilities within and 

around the channel

 Main focus will be suitable 

conditions for fish to rest 

and spawn while also 

maintaining flood control



St. Clair River AOC

Rouge River AOC

Clinton River AOC

Detroit River AOC

River Raisin AOC

Thank You! 
Jen Tewkesbury:  tewkesburyj@michigan.gov
Melanie Foose:  foosem@michigan.gov
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