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Fund feasibility, design, construction, and monitoring of 

priority habitat restoration projects across the Great Lakes basin

Partnerships are flexible and provide funds as needed to fully 

implement all project aspects

NOAA-GLC Regional Partnerships



Agency Roles

• Funder

• Reporting agency

• Technical monitoring

• Enforces federal requirements

• Regional Partnership recipient

• Manage multiple subrecipients

• Manage funding requirements

• Coordinate regional communication

• Restoration expertise



Local Partners

• Implement projects in AOCs and non-AOC 

priority areas

• Manage contractors and construction

• Conduct monitoring

• Plan local events



Work in areas outside of AOCs

• List of AOC habitat projects is getting smaller

• $3.6 million to projects outside of AOCs since 2018 

• NOAA, GLC, and the GL Fishery Commission are working together to 
identify joint priority projects outside of AOCs

• Projects will meet NOAA legislative mandates, GLC member goals 
and GLFC Lake Committee environmental priorities



GLC Habitat Restoration Projects
= AOC Projects 

= non-AOC Projects 



AOC Projects

Maumee

• $3.5 million

• E&D and 

Implementation

Penn 7 Habitat Restoration Project



Penn 7 Habitat Restoration Project Design Plans



Project Management Team: 

NOAA, GLC, City of Toledo, Ohio EPA, Ohio DNR, 

Hull & Associates (E&D and implementation project 

manager), Gradel Geo Co. (implementation contractor)

Penn 7 Habitat Restoration Project Design Plans



Metrics:

• Create 8.5 acres of emergent coastal wetland and 6.7 

acres of submerged coastal wetland 

• Improve roughly 59 acres of habitat including adjacent 

upland areas 

• Control invasive plant species and plant native 

vegetation 

• Install water control and fish habitat connectivity 

structures

Penn 7 Habitat Restoration Project Design Plans



BUI’s Addressed: 

• 14. Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat

Monitoring:

• NOAA Tier 1 Monitoring- Hydrology

• Ohio EPA will conduct additional fish & wildlife 

monitoring after project completion

Penn 7 Habitat Restoration Project Design Plans



Penn 7 Habitat Restoration Project Design Plans

Current Status:

• Implementation underway



Lake Erie Metropark – Western Basin

• $1.5 million

• E&D and Implementation

• 2-phased approach

• Phase I: 

• Coastal wetland dredging 

and potholing, floodplain 

reconnection in northern 

Marsh

• Shoreline grading and 

upland native plantings
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Lake Erie Metropark – Western Basin

Coastal wetland dredging and potholing, floodplain 

reconnection 



Lake Erie Metropark – Western Basin

Shoreline grading and upland native plantings



Lake Erie Metropark – Western Basin

Phase II

• In-water restoration, fish habitat 

features, and habitat shoals 

• Will begin next year



Project Management Team: 

NOAA, GLC, Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, 

EGLE, Michigan DNR, GEI (E&D Contractor)

Lake Erie Metropark Restoration Project

Metrics 

• Restore 1,183 linear feet of hardened shoreline

• Restore 1.7 acres of Lake Erie coastal marsh by 

creating a network of shallow pools and channels

• Create habitat for native fish species



Monitoring:

• NOAA Tier 1 Monitoring-

• Hydrology/water quality 

• Herpetofauna, fish, macroinvertebrate

populations

• Vegetation

Lake Erie Metropark Restoration Project



Current Status:

• Phase I E&D is wrapping up; implementation will 

begin this winter

• Phase II E&D will begin early next year

Lake Erie Metropark Restoration Project



Ford Cove, Lake St. Clair

• $261,000

• Feasibility Study

• Shoreline softening, 

offshore habitat 

shoals, in-water 

habitat features

• Field work to take 

place next year



Project Management Team: 

NOAA, GLC, Ford House, Macomb County, Michigan 

DNR

Ford Cove Feasibility Project

Current Status: 

• PMT started meeting two months ago

• RFP is scheduled to be released by the end of the year



Brandenburg Park, Lake St. Clair

• $860,000

• E&D and 

Implementation



Brandenburg Park, Lake St. Clair



Brandenburg Park, Lake St. Clair

Shoreline softening, offshore habitat shoals, 

in-water habitat features



Project Management Team: 

NOAA, GLC, Chesterfield Township, EGLE, Michigan 

DNR, OHM (E&D Contractor and implementation 

project manager), Anglin (implementation contractor)

Brandenburg Park Restoration Project



Metrics 

• Restore 740 linear feet of hardened shoreline and 1.5 

acres of near-shore habitat

• Install offshore habitat shoals along the shoreline

Brandenburg Park Restoration Project

Monitoring:

• NOAA Tier 1 Monitoring-

• Hydrology/water quality

• Herpetofauna, fish, macroinvertebrate populations

• Vegetation 



Current Status:

• E&D Completed

• Construction has just begun

Brandenburg Park Restoration Project



Thank you! 

Jill Estrada

Habitat Restoration Program Specialist

Great Lakes Commission

jestrada@glc.org
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Great Lakes Commission
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